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Spanish Traditions of the Doma Vaquera-Part |

Over the past several years | have had the gresdibteto
become acquainted with the Andalusian horse. M&zing grace,
combined with a willing attitude and loyalty thatdears the horse
with its’ human. | have learned a bit about ttzelition of the
Spanish cowboy...The Doma Vaquera, and the equipamaht
regalia employed for function and artistry. Anldalve been
enamored by the beautiful dance ¢ @arrochistawith his
beautifulPure Raza Espanbbrse, a 13-foot long pole called a
‘garrocha’ ga-roach-a)accompanied by Spanish guitar music,
they accomplished effortless canter pirouettess iBhan art form
and a compliment to true horsemanship universally.

In this next series of articles withiorthwest Horse Sourcee
will examine these Spanish and Portuguese traditid the Doma
Vaquera, and look at suggestions for using theseaintraditions
to help us with our horsemanship. From the tidérrto the
dressage arena, there are many things we canfiearrour
Iberian friends! Let’s start by examining the wegess of the
Andalusian and Lusitano horse, move on to lookinte type of
equipment used, and finally consider some exertispat these
traditions to use in our personal pursuit of troeskmanship.

The Horses As | have researched the history of the Andafus
horse, it appears as with many great historiese tisesome
controversy! In general, it is thought that thedAlusian
originated in the Spanish Province of Andalusial #at its ancestors were the Iberian (Spanistgehaonixed
with the Barb horse brought to Spain by the Modree Carthusian Monks played a principle role i ltite
Middle Ages of breeding this Andalusian horse, amithe 1500’s it was selected by the King of Spgaibecome,
‘The Horse of Kings'. In the mid-1Bcentury European warfare, combined in 1832 withagor epidemic to
nearly devastated Spain’s horse population. Assalt, exportation of the breed became illegall 962.

The physical and attitude characteristics of thdansian horse place it in a very distinguisheds;laven as
many of our equestrian bloodlines can trace pastufrtheir heritage to this noble breed. Theyumaally grey,
turning white and stand about 15 to 16.2 hands.o€zasion you will see a beautiful bay or stunrbtagk, as
with the stallion Kianto from Jackass Mountain Rait Tri-Cities, Washingtonvww.jackassmtranch.coffheir
ears are small, with a rather flat or convex nagé, a substantial neck often hidden by the abundane! The
more Baroque-style PRE (Pure Raza Espanola) tertusve a bit shorter back and is proportioned foelthe
guick movements needed to maneuver around theaggmessive Spanish cattle. While their heritage ava
combination of assertiveness in the battle antérfield, the Andalusian was also so easy-goingdhen the
King could ride this horse! With a kind eye ankbyal heart, the Andalusian’s temperament placas & lovely
horse to have the pleasure to train and ride.

The Equipment The trappings of the true Spanish vaquero, &iwgthorseman, that
rides on the ranches, and those participating inpatitions similar to dressage, is quite
different, but not less beautiful in its tradition actuality, | find many adaptations of t.
Spanish vaquero equipment that have morphed intaestern tack and traditions. Frol
saddles that have a pommel and cantle, to thedrappgant legs, to the flat hats of the
Southeastern Oregon cowboy, we have adopted egniptheg was influenced first by th
Spanish. | recently read an interesting articlé&Shg List regardinglow to be correct in
selecting tack and costume for Spanish ridden ekass =
(www.thejoyofhorses.com/oct06/how-to-be-corjehere certainly is a ‘dress code’, and it is mrtpnt to try
adhere to these traditions, as many stem from #ralssof years of experience.




The ‘working cowboy’ or vaquera-style of equipméntiudes a saddle that fits close to the
horse, allows for great movement in shoulders awt,band places the rider deep in a very
comfortable seat. The rolled blanket on the fifrthe saddle is
called a Manta Estribera”, and a crupper runs from the front
and through the saddle to be attached around itheStarrups
are black metal and run the length of your foot eere
originally made to protect the rider and horse framgry
horns. The bit for the vaquero, after traininghaatcovered
metal bosal called a ‘sereta’, was a simple cUite bridle brow
band had a ‘mosquera’ which is made of leatheip'sirsilk, or
horsehair. The purpose of the ‘mosquera’ is twd:f@ne to keep flies
away, and second to show off the rhythm of the édismmovements.

The ‘garrocha’ is a wooden pole, approximately é8tfong used
by the Spanish cowboy to fend-off and trip the &ulloday, it is
part of a beautiful dance with the horse, rider8gh guitar
music, and the instrument of the garrocha. Inigghe honor of
being called a “Garrachista” is a life-long, arfedstyle pursuit
limited to a few who seek the true traditions. sTartistic dance is
accomplished at the highest levels with the rettexched to the
belt of the rider, the garrocha is carried alwaythe right hand,
and all movements are accomplished at either thie eva
canter...no trotting! Imagine lyrical Spanish guitansic playing
while the rider dressed in traditional Doma Vaqueappings,
guides her horse in lightness in a canter piroyatider the
garrocha! Amazing...Atrtistic...Awe Inspiring!

(If you have not seen a performance with the ghwaptry these searches:
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